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Parental tyranny.
IA.D.17BO.
I would Hsu'ibt! U> this your1 the following Irtlcr to ;i sun of one of his early friends at Lidifidtl, Mr. Jnsrph Simpsun, Uar-ri.sUT, and atilhour of a trad ailiilwl AVy/rv//Vw.>- t>n (lie Xtndy oj
lit?  J.aii'.
'To Josi-.i'ii St.Mi'siiN,  l-'.sij. ' DKAK SIR,
' Your father's inexorability not only grieves hut amazes mi"1: ho, is your father; 1m was always accounted a wise man ; nor dti I remember any thing lo the disadvantage tif his good nature; hut in liis refusal l« assist you there is neither jjond nature, fatherhood, nur wisdom. It is thu practice of good nature to overlook faults which have already, l>y thu consequences, punished tin- delinquent. It is natural for a father to think more; favourably than oilu-is of Inn
' 1 think that this letter belongs in ii later date, probably i<> r/fi^ or 17(1(1. AN we Irani, /><>\f, April in, 1776, Siiii|isnti was a li.inisler ' wlm fell into a dissipated mutM* of life.' On July ,',, 17(1$, John-ion record*! dial he. repaid liiiu ten guinea'. which he hail Imrrnwcd in die lifetime tif Mr.-i, Jiiltnwii (hi1! wile), llet altio lent him ten ftuinrat mure. If it was in i?SO dial Kiiiipwiit was Irouble.tl by mnall tlehts, it is most unlikely that Johnson let six year?* more pass without re-paying him a loan which even then was at leu«,i of seven yttara'standing. Moreover, in this latter Johnson writes :• ' I have been invited, or have invited myself, to several parts of the kingdom.' 'Hit! only visits, it «etifut, that he paid be.lween 1754 1762 were, to Oxford in 1759 and lo I.ichlield in llit- winter of 1701 j. After 1762, when his pension nave him means, he travelled ("rcipieiilly, Itesidrs all this, he says of his step-daughter: 11 will not incdintiuida my dear Luity by coming tu I.ichlield, while, hctr present lotlniiiK is of any use to her." Miss I'niter seems in have lived in hio house, tilt she had built one for herself. Though his letter to her of Jan. to, 1764 (Crokcr's Ho/swell, p. 163), shews that it \va;.
then building, yet she had not led his house on Jan, I.|, t/'Wi (il>. p, l?M.
' In die Kttmhlfi, No. 148, entitled 'The ittielty nl p.uew.d ty-i.iimy,' J«lin-<nn, .ifter imtii ing die tippteviiiiii intlii leil by the priver-•.inn nf Uy..il aulbmily, ti.iy.; 1 Ktpially (laiiKt'nui'i anil etpudly tie le-.table are die t niellie<< often ejH'tri'ifd in ptivate I.iunlie'i, under the venerable *..mi tinu nf pairnta! authority.' He enntiiiwji: ' Kven tliuiif;!i no ' (in->idt'!.Uit'li stli'tiild I if paitl in the great law of HOI i;d beings, by wliU Ii every individual i« coin mantled in consult the happiness o( others, yet the. harsh parent is lew to be vindicated than any odiei criminal, because he lewt provides for thts happineM of himself,' See, also/f'.f/, March ay, 1779. A passage in one of UciHwell'N Jrflttrs: ta Ttrnpfa (p, ill) may also be quoted here : 'The time mis when nurli a letter from iny father n» the one 1 en rlostj wouhl have depressed ; hut I mil now (inn, and, as my levered friend, Mr, Samuel JnhiiMiii, uitrd lo say, / fttl thf. /<mvWi,v.> t\f tin iiitlf/it'iiilt-Hl hull/tin Mm;; Imwevrr, it is hard that 1 cannot have die |mni'. satisfaction nf beinj; well with my father.1
i hihlrcn ;p. 36, note 5.
